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TAB — PRIVATISATION 
773. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the Premier accept that he has undermined the state’s bargaining position 
by telling potential buyers of the TAB that he is desperate to sell no matter what, and does he agree that he has left 
the door ajar for bidders to completely low-ball the state?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
No, and I did not use that form of words. We would go to a process by which we would seek to maximise its value. 
The TAB in Western Australia is the last standalone TAB in the nation, so every other TAB across the nation, of which 
there were historically six or seven, have all been sold off by the state or territory governments that owned them. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In light of the fact that it is the last one remaining, there will be significant interest by buyers 
in acquiring it. I would like to ensure that we put money back into infrastructure for racing around the state. As 
I said, I am not a gambler and I do not go to the TAB, but when people go to a racing event, which I sometimes 
do, I see that some of the facilities around the state need to be improved. I would like to improve them. That is 
why 35 per cent, from memory, of the value of the TAB is going towards that infrastructure around 
Western Australia. It is a good outcome for the industry. This is one issue that we should all agree is a great 
outcome for the industry in Western Australia. 
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